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PILOT &
MY-CAST

by Garmin

Introduction

Pilot My-Cast makes it easy to page through surface meteorological
reports, terminal forecasts, observations and advisories i instantly as
they become available. Zoom into a single airport or route in high-
resolution, view animated radar and satellite imagery, pan across a
moving weather map, check upper air winds and temperatures, identify
cells producing lightning, and more.

Weather drives many of the flight decisions you make, even before you
take to the skies. Now you can get the weather intelligence you need -
on your mobile phone.

This document is intended to help guide you through all the features of
the program. If you should have further questions, feel free to contact
our friendly customer service representatives and we will be glad to
help!

Thank you for your purchase of Pilot My-Cast.

Enjoy!

Using Pilot My -Cast by Garmin
Start-Up

Once you purchase and download the program you will be prompted for
two things: your home airport identifier-wi t h or
and how you heard about Pilot My-Cast. When these have been
entered and selected, select DONE to register your subscription and
start using the program

—

Register
Home Airport:
™

How did you hear about
us?

I

Upon startup, Pilot My-Cast authenticates your account and downloads
your
Pilot My-Cast displays your current airport and its current conditions
(flight condition, Cloud Cover, surface temperature in Fahrenheit and
Airport ID) at the top of the screen and presents you with the following
options:

Airports/Routes

Wx Briefing

Flight Pl_anning Airports/Routes

flyGarmin W Briefing.

Pilot Profile i

AOPA Airport Directory Z“g;:':if:fm Directory

Help & About Help & About

Exit (soft key) GARMIN
This |ist of options is the

a type of weather or other pilot information for your airport. Pilot My-
Cast quickly captures real-time data upon each menu selection. No
matter where you are in the Pilot My-Cast application, you can easily
navigate back to this startup menu and request specific weather
information for your current airport by pressing the Back key.

wi thout

saved airports |ist. I nitial

t

h
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Selecting Airports/Routes on the startup menu allows you to switch
airports or routes before requesting any weather information.

Help and About explains the various options on this screen.

Select Exit or press your END key here or anywhere in Pilot My-Cast,
to end the program and take you back

Things to Note: Panning

The entire map is NOT visible, as it
viewable area in every direction. Initially, only the center of the map is

visible. You may pan up, down, left and right to move the map North,

South, West and East to view other parts of the continental United

States. Use the directional keys to scroll North, South, East, and West.

Things to Note: Looping Images

You can scroll around all of the images by using the arrow or direction

buttons of your phone. My-Cast by Garmin looping images, such as

Radar , havwvleoami Afamd tour e, ani mating t
You can instead decide to manually scroll through each frame of the

loop by using the numbers 1 and 3 keys. To restart the animation,

press the OK button or number 5 key.

Things to Note: Data Charges

Keep in mind that each time the pro
itdés making a network call and yo
minutes from your cell phone provider (per your cell phone contract.

Check with your provider for more information about these fees).

rog
u w

Things to Note: Sub - Menu Options

In addition to all of the options from the startup menu, the menu button
on most pages also includes these options:

Reverse View
Zoom in
Zoom out
Locations
Reload

Help

Select Reverse View to center the map on the beginning or the end of
your route. If you are not viewing a route this option will not appear.

Select Zoom in for a closer view around your location. The zoomed-in
view is usually only a few counties wide.

Select Zoom out for a wide view. An entire region, i.e. many states,
usually fits within the zoomed-out view.

Select Locations to add a new airport or switch to a different airport
that has been saved in your list..

Select Reload to get a fresh view of your current image, pulling in the
latest data available.

Select Help to receive a more detail explanation of the various options
on this screen.



Airports/Routes

Route: MEM- > LAL
Airports/Routes

B MEM->LAL
GRI

oKC

@ MEm
[@rHx

OMA
@rar

GARMIN
Help

Whenever you select Change Locations from a menu or as a soft key

option, PilotMy-Cast di splays a I|list with a h
The first entry in the listis N e w éfollowed by your saved airports and

routes. Airports are denoted by a blueboxwi t h t he | etter 0
Routes are noted byaredboxwi t h the | etter ARO i n

Selecting an airport

To select a saved airport from the list, use the up and down navigation

keys to highlight the desired airpor
on your handset. This prompts a pop-up box to appeatr, letting you

change to that airport or delete it from your list.

When you select an airport, Pilot My-Cast sets your current airport to
the selected airport, and displays the name of that airport at the top of
most screens.

If you are in Airports/Routes and select an airport while viewing a
particular type of weather (i.e. Radar Loop), Pilot My-Cast immediately
retrieves that type of weather for that airport (i.e. My-Cast gets the radar
for the new selected location). If you were on the Main Menu when you
chose Airports/Routes, Pilot My-Cast only sets your current airport to
your new selection. No weather is retrieved until you choose a weather

type.

Removing an airport

To remove an airport from your saved list, scroll down to highlight the
airport you wish to remove, and then select Delete from the menu.
Pilot My-Cast will remove the airport. You cannot remove your initial,
default airport.

Adding an airport

Route: MEM-> LAL

New Airport

Airport: |LAL|

GARMIN

To add a new airport, highlight N e w énd push the select button. Pilot
My-Cast will display its New Airport screen. You may specify a new
airport by its 3 or 4-digit airport code (e.g. with or without the leading

6K6) or a nearby VOR or intersection
Not e: Some phones use AWordo (T9) text entry
and change to AAl phao text entry to more easi

Once you have entered in the airport scroll down and select Done. You

then have the option of getting the weather for that airport, without

saving, or instructing PilotMy-Cast t o fAr emember o t hat
to your saved list of locations. To add the location to the list, select

AYesdo and press the OK button. I f vy

list, you will still have the option of later saving that location.

Pilot My-Cast will inform you when entering an airport or other identifier
that does not exist.



Setting a Route Wx Briefing

20000 FEW

PHX Weather Briefing is where you will find weather maps and text data for
LOmiis your selected airport. Choose from the following menu items to view

New Route

Departure: the information that interests you.
Destination:

Flight Route:

Radar

GARMIN
Back Done

Use your route to get weather information along your flight path, or to
see the route drawn out on the radar map, weather map, or other
imagery.

To create a route, select Newé a n d Nevw Roaote. From here,
enter your departure and destination airports. Please include the
l eading 6Ko6 if it is an ai-digtdOR Ini den

the Route of Flight text box you can enter any waypoints you may be When you select Radar, Pilot My-Cast retrieves the radar imagery
stopping in, or leave it blank. Enter multiple waypoints by leaving a (precipitation imagery) for your current airport. This may take several
space between identifiers or VORs. seconds. While you wait, the status screen will indicate the progress of
the task with messages |i ke AConnect
You may also use STARSs/SIDs, Victor/Jet Airways when entering the progress bar.

waypoints and Flight Route.
Upon completion your Pilot My-Cast radar loop will appear. Radar

You can find a list qf STARS/SIDS here: _ indicates recent and current precipitation over a map centered on your
http://naco.faa.gov/index.asp?xml=naco/online/d_tpp chosen airport, or showing your route if you selected a route as your
location.

Select the Done soft key when you are finished.
Light green indicates the lightest rain detectable by NEXRAD radar.

Once you have entered in the route scroll down and select DONE. You Darker greens indicate more substantial rain. Yellows and oranges
then have the option of getting the weather for that route, without depict heavy rain with reds indicating the heaviest rain, with possible
saving, or instructing Pilot My-Cast t o fAr emember o t hat hail. Blue on the radar loop indicates snow, with lighter blue being

to your saved list of locations. To add the route to the list, select Yes lighter snowfall and darker blue heavy snowfall. Pinks and reds

and press the OK button. You can then rename the Route to indicate a mix of sleet, ice, snow and rain.

something that means more to you than the identifiers. If you do not

choose to save it to your list, you will still have the option of later saving Movement of showers is easy to follow by viewing the loop, and in this
that route. way you can see if rain, snow, etc. is heading your way. Occasionally

stagnant lighter colors will be indicated in a circle around a radar sight.
These are false radar returns i ground clutter, anomalous propagation,
or even insects. You can almost always tell these returns are not
precipitation because they are not moving across the map and because
their texture is not as solid as actual precipitation.


http://naco.faa.gov/index.asp?xml=naco/online/d_tpp

Airmets/Sigmets

When you select Airmets/Sigmets, Pilot My-Cast retrieves the airmet
and sigmet maps for your current airport. Pressing the right navigation
key will show the following data:

Icing
Turbulence
IRF/Mtn Obsc
Convection

Icing shows icing airmets (blue) and icing sigmets (red).

Turbulence shows turbulence airmets (orange) and turbulence sigmets
(red).

IFR/Mtn Obsc shows IFR areas (purple), mountain obscuration
(magenta) and volcano, dust, or other miscellaneous sigmets (red).
Convection shows convective outlooks (yellow) and convective
sigmets (red).

Use the left and right navigation keys to scroll through the maps.
Note: the map sizes on the airmet/sigmets maps generally cover larger areas than the

other Pilot My-Cast imagery so that it is more convenient to view the large airmet and
sigmet regions on a national scale.

Note: Airmet/Sigmet maps are updated with the latest data every 10 minutes.

Weather Map

When you select Weather Map from the main menu, My-Cast

downloads all METAR and lightning data near your current airport.

After downloading the data, My-Ca st di spl ays a set
displayed over a base map. Not all of the weather map is visible, as it

of

extends past the handsetds viewabl e

only the center of the map is visible. You may view the entire image by
panning up, down, left and right to move the map North, South, West
and East using the navigation button on your handset. The slider bars
at the bottom and right side of the screen indicate which directions are
available for panning.

WeatherMapi s a set of fApagesd; each
These pages include the following:

Station ID

Flight Conditions
Lightning

Weather Conditions
Cloud Ceiling
Visibility

Wind Barbs

Cloud Cover
Altimeter
Temperature

Dew Point

Age of Observation

Switch between the pages using the center OK key.

Station ID shows the airport identifiers of each airport represented on
the map.

Flight Conditions shows icons representing the current flight condition
at each reporting station. Flight condition is either VFR (visible flight
rules), MVFR (marginal visible flight rules), IFR (instrument only flight
rules), or LIFR (limited instrument only flight rules). Flight condition is
determined by the worse of the ceiling and visibility conditions. This
page shows both the ceiling and visibility condition:

Top half of Circle -- Ceiling condition
Bottom half of Circle -- Visibility condition

pag:e



The color code is as follows:

Green = VFR
Blue = MVFR
Red = IRF

Magenta = LIFR

Lightning shows lightning strikes. The color of each strikes indicate
how long ago the strike occurred:

White = 0-10 minutes old.

Red = 10-20 minutes old.

Orange = 20-30 minutes old.
Yellow = 30-40 minutes old.
Yellow-Green = 40-50 minutes old.

Weather Conditions shows latest observation of weather condition, if
any, for each reporting station. The abbreviations are as follows:

DZ - Drizzle

RA - Rain

SH - Showers

TS - Thunderstorm

FZ - Freezing

SN - Snow

BR - Mist

FG - Fog

HZ - Haze

FC - Funnel Cloud (+FC for Tornado)
BL - Blowing

MI - Shallow

Pl - Partial

BC - Patches

DR - Low Drifting

SG - Snow Grains

IC - Ice Crystals

PE - Ice Pellets

GR - Hall

GS - Small hail/Snow Pellets
UP 7 Unknown precipitation
FU - Smoke

VA - Volcanic Ash
DU - Dust

SA - Sand

PY - Spray

PO - Dust/Sand Whirls
SQ - Squalls

SS - Sandstorm
DS - Dust storm
VC - In the Vicinity
- Light

+ Heavy

Cloud Ceiling shows the height of the lowest substantial cloud cover,
in hundreds of feet.

Visibility shows the latest visibility reading at the surface in miles.

Wind Barbs shows current winds at the surface. The wind direction is
FROM the direction the barb points. Each long hash at the end of the
barb indicates 10 knots of wind. A short hash indicates 5 knots.

Cloud Cover shows total cloud coverage:

Filled circle = overcast

3/4 filled = mostly cloudy

1/4 filled = partly cloudy

No fill = clear

Vertical line = few clouds

X = obscured condition.

Square box = an automated reading, clear to 12,000 feet

Altimeter shows the current atmospheric pressure. The display shows
altimeter as the last 3 digits of hundredths of inches (e.g. 011 = 30.11
inches).

Age of Observation shows the time since the last observation, in
minutes.

Cycling past the last page brings you back to page one.

Note: Reporting stations usually report new observations once an hour.



Text Data Lightning

When you select Text Data from the main menu, Pilot My-Cast retrieves
all current text information available on the My-Cast servers for your
selected airport and nearby airports, or for your route. Pilot My-Cast
then displays a list of the information. Currently this list includes:

METARS Text Data

TAFS i

Winds Aloft Winds Aloft

PI R E PS :I::{E;'F;ISGMETS

AIR/SIGMETs Area Forecasts When you select Lightning from the main menu, Pilot My-Cast retrieves

Area Forecasts the lightning strikes for your current airport. A pop-up box will appear

NOTAMs first, letting you know how many strikes have occurred in the stated

== time period. BKoe skse yt loen myiodud | ehafmds et
into motion.

Selecting an item from the Text Data list will show the data for that item.
For example, selecting METARs will show the unformatted METAR The lightning strikes will appear on the screen in the order they occur.
data for the selected airport (or first airport along a route). Scrolling The time of each frame of lightning is displayed in the lower right of the
down on the METARSs screen shows the same METAR information that image, and shows all strikes occurring since the time of the previous
has been decoded for you. Scrolling to the right shows the same frame. The strikes change color as they age. For example, strikes
screen for nearby airports or airports along your route. occurring in the current minute as stated on the image are shown as

white. As they get older strikes get darker and eventually disappear.
Selecting TAFs, Winds/Temps Aloft, PIREPs , AIR/SIGMETSs or Area

Forecasts from the Text Data menu will show the current data for your Note: Lightning data is updated every minute on My-Cast servers. The data on the

selected airport (or nearest reporting station). Note that you may need images you download is just seconds old.

to scroll down to view all of the data. TAFs, Winds/Temps Aloft, Not e: cach 3x3 area of pixels on this image
PIREPs, AIR/SIGMETSs and Area Forecasts only apply to the currently whether one strike occurred in that area, or multiple strikes.

selected airport or airports if route is selected.



PIREPs

When you select PIREPs from the main menu Pilot My-Cast retrieves a
map of reported PIREPs centered on your current airport. Scroll
around the screen to select any of the PIREPs using the direction keys.

Press
PIREP.

A AN

I TB FL 300 1402Z

t he

center

TB FL 300 1402Z

UA /OV FFT/TM
1402/FL300/TP MD82/TB

MOD CHOP

i

i OK o

button

to

read

Winds Aloft

When you select Winds Aloft Pilot My-Cast retrieves a map which
displays the current and forecasted winds aloft at various altitudes.
Use the direction keys on your handset to scroll up in elevation, or to
the right to advance the forecast time period.

The wind barbs are color coded:

Gray: Less than 15 kts at lower elevations,
Less than 30 kts at higher elevations

Light Blue : 15-20 kts

Blue: 20-30 kts

White : 30-40 kts

Yellow : 40-50 kts

Orange: 50-80 kts

Pink: 80-125 kts

Red: over 135 kts

A circle indicates calm winds.



Law Enforcement

ID: ZJX 9/1021
Name: FL OMN 9/1021
Type: Law Enforcement

M Law Enforcement

End:  Until further notice
Min Alt: SFC
Max Alt: 5000MSL

When you select TFR Map from the main menu, My-Cast will retrieve a
map of TFRs centered on your current airport. Scroll around the
screen to select any of the TFRs using the direction keys. Press the
center AOKO button on your
selected TFR.

If any TFRs are in the displayable region they will show up as a colored
shape:

Dark Gray : Expired TFRs
White: Future TFRs
Colored shapes indicate active TFRs

NOTE: TFR maps are updated every 10 minutes and are derived from data provided
from Jeppesen.

METAR/TAEF Map

When you select METAR/TAF Map from the main menu, My-Cast will
retrieve a map of reporting stations centered around your current
airport. Scroll around the screen to select any of the observations
using the direction keys. Press
to read the complete text of the selected METAR/TAF. It the site is not
a TAF station, only the METAR will be displayed.

keypad

t

to

he

IR Satellite

Also called Infrared Satellite or just IR Sat. When you select IR
Satellite, Pilot My-Cast retrieves the infrared satellite image centered on
your current airport. Infrared images measure the temperature of cloud
tops. Cooler cloud tops indicate higher tops and generally thicker
clouds. The highest cloud tops appear light blue in the Pilot My-Cast
images.

Infrared satellite is always available. The infrared images are taken at a

resolution of 4 kilometers, while the visible are at the higher resolution
of 1 kilometer.

Note: The sizes of the infrared images are slightly more zoomed out than other imagery
to allow for wider views of the cloud formations.

Visible Satellite

Also called Vis Satellite or just Vis Sat. When you select Visible
Satellite, Pilot My-Cast retrieves the visible satellite imagery for your
current airport. The visible satellite image is simply a photograph of
clouds from space. It has the advantage over infrared satellite of
having a finer resolution of 1 kilometer. However, the visible satellite
image dims as the sun goes down and shows no cloud cover at night.



